COMMUNITY
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October 2008 CIRCULATION: 1083

All proceeds from advertisements after printing costs go to the WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, which started the Whisper in
1981 and continues to own it. This Newsletter is distributed to all RMBs in Wamboin, Bywong, Clare, and Yalana at the beginning of each
month, except February. Editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 6238-3484. Contributions which readers may
wish to make will be appreciated, and should be submitted by email to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or dropped into his mailbox at 17 Reedy
Creek Place. The deadline for the next issue is always the last Sunday of the month, 7 pm, so for the November 2008 Whisper the deadline
is Sunday, October 26, 2008, 7:00 pm. The Whisper always goes to deliverers by the following Saturday, which 6 times out of 7 is the
first Saturday of the new month.

LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCIES Fire/Police/Ambulance - Dial 000 All Hours
Queanbeyan Police 6298-0599 Wamboin Fire Brigade Info Centre 6238-3396 Ambulance Bookings 131233

ASSOCIATION

WAMBOIN FACILITIES AND CONTACTS

Wamboin Community Assn  Helen Montesin President 6238-3208
Bywong Community Assn Nora Stewart Acting President 6230-3305 or www.bywongcommunity.org.au
Fire Brigade Cliff Spong Captain 040-999-1340 bh 6236 9220 ah
Wamboin Playgroup Angie Matsinas Convener 6238 0334
Sutton School Playgroup Laura Taylor Converner 62369662
Landcare Roger Good President 6236-9048
Community Nurse Heather Morrison Bungendore 6238-1333
Breastfeeding Assoc. Belinda Dennis Community Educator 6236 9979
Emergency Services NSW Call Centre Staff 132-500
Emergency Services Admin  Colin Brown Controller 6238-1067
Justice of the Peace Peter Greenwood JP 6238-3358
Justice of the Peace Keith France JP 6238-3596
Justice of the Peace Margaret Fletcher JP 6238-1211
Wamboin Scout Group Peter Harrison Contact Person 6238-3525
Wamboin Guides Rosemary Riley Contact Person 6241-6565
Wamboin Pony Club Robyn Slater Senior Instructor 6238-3472
Gearys Gap Pony Club Leigh-Anne Barlow Secretary 6238-3376
Play Group Angie Matsinos Convener 6238-0334
Hall Bookings Joan Mason Bookings 6238-3258
Church, Anglican Robyn Robertson Warden 6238-3202
Christian Prayer Group Steve & Imelda Taylor Contacts 6238-3220
Golf Peter Greenwood Golfer 6238-3358
Injured Wildlife Wildcare Helpline 6299-1966
WonderfulWomenOfWambn Claire Ayling Convener 6238-3347
Lake George Day VIEW Club Pauline Segeri President 6238-1996
Wamboin Bookgroup Alice Scott Secretary 6238 3178

THE YOUNG WAMBOIN ENTREPRENEURS

Ashleigh Caird, babysitting ..........c.coiiii i, 6238 0746.
Deanne Brucic, babysitting & petsitting .............cccovieiiiiin, 6238-1884
Ellen Smith, petsitting (experienced with horses) ........................ 6238-3115
Fiona Skea, babySitting ... e 6238-3290
Rebecca Purdie, petsitting .. 6238-3343
Elena Sutcliffe, petsitting and babysntmg .............................. 6238-3228
Gabrielle Simpkin, babysitting and petsitting ..............cccvevciennne. 6238-1335
Matilda Whitney, petcare  ....cooiiiiii i e e, 6238 3059

Macs Reef Tip Hours 7:30 am to 5:00 pm Fri-Sat-Sun-Mon (to 7 pm Sat - Sun in daylight saving time) closed Tue-Wed-Thurs
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sutton

REAL ESTATE

acres of experience

We are the regions number one country agent and here’s what
we can offer you:

*“No sale — No fee” service

® No “locked-in” agency agreements
® 3 salespeople selling your property
® Free, no obligation appraisals

® Free advertising until sold

® Listing on allhomes.com.au, realestate.com.au, domain.com.au,
suttonrealestate.com.au

e Staff living in Gundaroo, Sutton, Bywong, Wamboin & Bungendore

® “Console Gateway” state of the art sales and property management system
® Real Estate Institute of NSW membership

® A reputation built over the last 18 years of service to our local community

Call now for a free, no obligation, no hassle appraisal

Phone 6230 3240 — Sutton
Phone 6238 0999 - Bungendore
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WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION - President's Paragraphs

Palerang Council Election — The election is over and we have a new council for the next 4 years. Congratulations to
Judith Miller and the other councillors on being elected. Thank you to all the people who helped us out in the lead up to the
election and on the day at the polling booths and also to all of you who voted for us. While we would have liked to get more
members of our group elected, we achieved our aim of getting better representation for rural residents, particularly those in
Wamboin and Bywong. We now have 2 local councillors — Judith Miller and Terry Bransdon. The WCA looks forward to
working closely with the new Council.

Bonfire Night — Unfortunately | was unable to attend, but by all accounts | have heard, the Fireworks and Bonfire
night were a great success with a larger crowd than previous years. Many thanks to all the hard working community groups
and volunteers who were involved.

Wamboin Produce Markets — We were well rewarded for our long wait of the markets’ return — the September
markets were great. While it is still too early for some produce, there was still a wide variety of goodies. The next markets
will be on 18™ October from 9:00am until noon at the Community Hall.

WCA Meeting —The next WCA meeting will on 21st October at 7:30pm at the Community Hall and everyone is most
welcome to attend.

Christmas Carols — The annual community Carols Evening will be held on 19" December. Details will be included
in the next Whisper.

New Residents — If you are new to Wamboin, or know someone who is, Lofty Mason has collated a “Meet and Greet”
package. It contains useful information about Wamboin, including a map. It has details of the diverse range of community
groups in the area. Please contact him on 6238 3258 for a copy.

WCA Electronic Noticeboard — The noticeboard is a great way to keep up with issues of community interest and |
encourage everybody to subscribe. To subscribe, simply send an email message (doesn’t need any subject or content) to
Wamboin_Noticeboard-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au. The Wamboin Whisper is now available on the electronic
noticeboard.

Calendar of events — If you have any events that you would like included in November’s Whisper, please contact John
van der Straaten (ph: 6238 3590).

- Helen Montesin (montesin@tpg.com.au)

"ty Painters & Decorators

ilurora;:

RIDING INSTRUCTION
ACCREDITED EFA LEVEL 1
Local riding instuctor available for beginners

and more Your Local Master Painter- Stephen Hopkins \ _3'%-‘
experienced riders. | will come to your Free Quotes @ %
property, or have sand arena available. References available on request k= X
Improve your dressage, jumping or just Member of Master Painters 9 4

increase your confidence. Available Qualified City & Guilds Tradesman p : *\
weekends or weekdays. o \
TEACHING IN WAMBOIN FOR OVER 10 Ph: 6259 6351
YEARS
Phone Leanne on 6238-3435 Mob: 0418 975 232

,\ Suite 2/80 Morisset Street
%\/"\-- : Queanbeyan

Brindabella Phone 62996990 Fax 62996933

Family Practice www.brindabellapractice.com.au
Dr David Poland Dr Janette Kaval We welcome new patients to our Practice
Dr Charles Sleiman Dr Sue Wald
Dr Joanne Baxter Dr Naomi Luck Practice hours: Monday to Friday 8.00am - 5.00pm

Dr Caroline Ahern Plus Thursdays evenings until 7.30pm
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results = rewards

Ray White No 1 Regional Salesperson
2007/08

Ray White No 3 Regional Salesperson
2006/07

Ray White No 2 Salesperson Excellence Award
2006/07

Ray White No 1 Salesperson South West
Country Zone 2006/07

Ellie Merriman
0402 117 877

Ray White Bungendore 6238

1900 R h

34 Ellendon St, Bungendore a Id/ ite
NSW 2621 y
bungendore.nsw@raywhite.com Bungendore

Licensed Agent Canberra Freehold Pty Ltd
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Bywong Community Association News

Important AGM Tuesday 28" October at 8pm: Following consultation with the community at a general meeting on
28" May, the Bywong Committee Executive had informal talks in late June with the Wamboin Community Association to
discuss a possible merger of the two Associations.

As a result of these discussions, the Bywong Community Association would like to put the following formal motion
that includes key issues raised in May:

“This meeting authorise the Community executive to undertake discussions with the Wamboin Community Association
with a view to negotiating an amalgamation of the two associations, subject to the following provisos - that the name
"Bywong" be included in the name of any new resulting new association, and that the name "Bywong" be retained, at least in
the short term, in the events known as "Bywong Car Boot Sale" and "Bywong Trivia Challenge".

Any final proposal would be submitted as a Special Motion to a general meeting of Bywong Community. We remain
open to your views about this proposal or any other issues affecting you in the Bywong community.

Please put this date in your diary. The meeting will be held at the Bywong Hall, Birriwa Road, Bwyong. If you have any
queries, please call Nora Stewart on 62303305 or email nora@setdancing.com.au

Council elections: The Bywong Community Association congratulates all the successful candidates who were elected
to form a new Council in the recent ballot on 13" September. They are:
lan Marjason
Terry Brandsoon
Harold Crozier
Richard Graham
Catherine Moore
Judith Turley
Judith Miller
Paul Cockram
Walter Raynolds
Commiserations to those were unsuccessful, who put the effort in to stand and offer the community a choice.
The Bywong Community Association remains politically unaligned with any group or independent and as such, we can
more effectively talk with all members of the new Council to put forward views on your behalf. We look forward to a more
harmonious and productive Council in future. The first meeting of Council will be on Thursday 2 October.

Bywong Springs Donations on Local Organisations: On a beautiful Spring evening last Sunday, a small gathering
of people came to the Bywong Community Hall to have a drink, a chat and to accept contributions from the Bywong
Community Association. The Association raises money through the Bywong Car Boot Sale and the Trivia Night and much of
this money is disbursed annually to help support the good work they do in the community. The Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade
were given $1,000, which was accepted by their Captain Cliff Spong, and the Bungendore Park Tennis Club and Wildcare both
received $200 each, accepted by Bruce Hughes and Suzy Watson respectively. All organisations indicated that these donations
were important to their work and that most would be put towards buying new and essential equipment or capital works.

- Nora Stewart, Acting President, Bywong Community Association, www.bywongcommunity.org.au
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Congratulations to the Wamboin/Bywong community

From Councillor Terry Bransdon

Efforts by Wamboin and Bywong candidates and the residents in electing Judith Miller and helping my re-election
mean this area now has good local representation. While all the new and re-elected councillors represent everyone in Palerang
shire, clearly it helps to have two people familiar with, and who experience, the problems that impact on people living on
hobby farms in this area.

The Wamboin Community Association’s efforts in mounting such a successful campaign need to be acknowledged and
I want to single out the people who participated in the groups as well as their friends and relatives who worked behind the
scenes and were helping out at the polling booths’ coal face on election day.

Group D’s John van der Straaten, Ned Noel, Helen Montesin and Pete Harrison did a great job at the Meet the
Candidates events, as did Group B’s Mike McColl (who while from Bungendore, has a close connection with the horse
community in Bywong/Wamboin as cook for Zone 16 and in catering for other equine and scouting events). Richard Holding
and Keith France deserve an accolade and thanks too, to Wamboin’s Simon Blake, number four on Group B.

These guys were terrific and I’m sure that Judith, like myself, is much richer from the experience of working with them.
Thanks go also to their partners who also deserve separate praise.

There’s a lot of hard work ahead for us and the other councillors, but I expect this second Palerang Council will be up
to the task. It’s been noted that the majority population now has majority representation and that should put an end to the east-
west factionalism that at times disrupted the last council or contributed to poor outcomes for Wamboin/Bywong and other rural
residential areas of the shire.

I noted one local paper is already promoting its editor’s defined majority and minority groups on the new council.
Having editorialised during the election campaign about bad habits and bad manners being imported into the first Palerang
Council, one would have hoped the editor would leave behind his past prejudices, bad habits and bad manners and start
positively with a blank page in reporting on the new Council.

Instead | read that I’m a member of “the majority” (curious suggestion) and as such have a “past record of, or declared
interest in, seeing subdivision as the salvation of the shire”.

I am not a member of any majority but instead regard myself as one of the nine elected councillors. I do not
acknowledge any majority or minority. Also, | do not see subdivision as “the salvation of the shire”.

My position on subdivision or development is to support sustainable, sensible and good development, subject to
availability of water and geographical considerations. Isolated pockets of rural residential development without existing
infrastructure are inappropriate, in my view, and are unsustainable. Also if you can’t find reasons that will stand up legally if
taken to court it’s very difficult to refuse some development applications.

Finally, I have to note the good humour displayed by voters at the Wamboin Polling Booth when accosted by more than
half a dozen of us thrusting our how-to-vote flyers at you. It was perhaps a bit confronting, but at all times people were polite,
although a few messages written on invalid votes may have suggested otherwise.

But that’s all part of the election isn’t it?

Don’t hesitate to telephone me on 6236 9817 or 0428 621 624 if you have council issues, or need someone to listen to
your problem and try to sort it out. My email address is: terry.bransdon@palerang.nsw.gov.au

CLEAN WATER
Pumps and TANK SERVICES

Rural Rhett Cox Tanks cleaned wi_th min_imal water loss Crack repairs -
Maintenance Mobile: 0411 140 584 Metal Co e:lse;( I?)ISI'reijlngcofr'iigdmen\}\?arlzenretreatment
Phone/Fax: (02) 6230 Vers suppi ned -
Specialising in 338§ ) tank & house lines
_pump Email: RING JOHN on 0428 489 291
ins ion,

repair and sales
ABN 28 980 965
960

rhettro@bigpond.com
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Notes from St Andrews
by Claire Ayling
Following a gardening bee the church grounds are looking beautiful — the rosemary on top of the memorial wall is
particularly spectacular.
Church services this month are on the 1* and third Sundays of the month starting at 9am.

On the 19" October we will have the Baptism Renewal service where all who have been baptised here in Wamboin
(either in the church or previously in the Community Hall) are welcome to come back and join us for this special service.

Advance notice for the Annual Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday November 2", This is fast becoming a part
of the “Wamboin calendar’. All creatures great and small are invited to attend what is never a quiet service, but one where we
give thanks for our four and two-legged friends. The service begins at 9am and is held in the church grounds for obvious
reasons!

Any further details can be obtained from Robyn Robertson on 6238 3202

MISSING - CHOCOLATE LABORADOR

A chocolate coloured Labrador went missing from Clare Lane on Thursday Night, Sept 25. She is a much loved pet
who is an indoor dog, so she would be stressed not to be with her mate. Her name is Mudcake. If you have seen her please
contact Tracey on 6238 0448 or 0438 460 739.

FOR SALE

Locally grown Native and Exotic shrubs and trees, suitable for this area.
150 mm (6”) pots $5.00 200 mm (8") pots $9.00 Fresh Cut Flowers

Kleenheat Gas Dealer, Wamboin, Sutton and Geary’s Gap Area. - Rural Services
WIYAGIBA TRADING — Dave and Jane Hubbard 37 Poppet Road, Wamboin Ph/Fax 6238 3308

OAKLEIGH BERRY

Something Special
A . b FA R I\/I
at nnie s
Collectables Don’t run out of our famous
30 Cooper Road, WAMBOIN Raspberry products
NSW 2620

or Dried Fruits, Nuts, Sweets
before the next markets, give

OPEN SAT, SUN and PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
10.30 am to 4.30 pm

1R o05558, 5954 us a call to arrange
e collection.

WE ARE RE-OPENING !!

Our renovations are finished and we are delighted with the i ;
extra space. We will be re-opening from 12 noon on Saturday Caterin g S| ;e paC kS an d Home
9 August so please come and have a look. In addition to a Sl|ze paC kS
really interesting group of Asian items including snuff all sold at wholesale price
bottles, figurines, egg shell china and clay pipes, we have a
beautiful range of Shelley items, Wedgewood, Royal
Doulton, Staffordshire, Meakin and Aynsley. We also have a Next Wamboin Markets September 20th

variety of vintage clothes and evening purses. Alan and Eleanor
Ph. 62383224 Mob. 0429 434944

alan.rope@priam.com.au
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Wamboin 15 Years Ago: from the Whisper, October 1993 -- Circulation 360
Prepared by Robyn Robertson
from "Plans for completing Norton Road, based on an interview with Bill Ellison, Director of Operations and Works,
Yarrowlumla Council™ — "The unfinished section of Norton Road, linking Clare and Yalana, is about 750 metres in length. It

will cost about $190,000 to complete. ...

and will be completed within two years."

The first step will be earthworks ...
next two years. The design for the 750 meters of road has already been done. ...

The road link will probably be completed over the
The work will probably be done in two stages,

The Feed Shed- Bungendore

Supplying Quality Lucerne & Pasture Hay Good Range of Bagged Feed and Chaff
Steel Cattle and Horse Yard Panels Stock and General Transport Open 7 Days Locally Owned

Steve Hughes

Ph 62380900 0408 481 664 32 King Street Bungendore

New Builder in Wamboin
28 years experience in:

. Rural Sheds
. Concreting
. All carpentary work
. extensions
. renovations
. pergolas and decks

Call Tom on 6238 3852 or
0447 988 828
License No: 194669C

Fully licensed
Ideal for special occasions
and functions

Cooking School
Food & Wine
Tours to France
d

02 6238 0662

40 Malbon 5t

(the road to the coast)
Bungendore NSW 2621

|@MM%

Chef Christophe Gregoire
www.letresbon.com.au i’

- driveways

D s K

- footpaths
CONCRETING s garages
0410 021 097
- - house slabs
7 i - footings
% - spray on
= i—’ - stencil

Reliable, friendly service

New and Re-Grades
or
POT HOLE PATCHING

Clean Side Drains
All Gravels
Coloured Spray Seals

For a Free Quote
Ring Rex on 0418 624 630
49 Gallagher Crescent
Wamboin

TIPPER || LOAT
OR HIRE - REX PATON

NEW
WORK &
REGRADES
& ROLLERS,

THE LOCAL GRADER MAN
Rex - try 0418 624 630 or AH 6238 3090
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Wamboin Muse
Jill Gregory

Another exquisite spring morning echoing with bird song and new colour. I’m always surprised by the onset of the new
season, how quickly it comes and how extensive the transformation. Suddenly, the daffodils have gone and the crab apple is
bursting with frothy pink blossoms. The mornings come earlier and the evening light stays longer.

For us, this year, the seasons seem to have blurred as summer merged into winter and winter seemed as if it would
never end. For much of the time we have been numb. Our little grandson and his mum and dad have absorbed most of our
time. Little Tom was on the rollercoaster ride of his life. Then he got off it, for a time, and went home and did all those things
little babies do, but it wasn’t to last. On a Monday morning, as the dawn painted the sky a brilliant red.... “Red in the
morning, a shepherd’s warning”....Tom gave up his fight.....As the day unfolded out tears fell, loud and hard as the wind
driven rain then softly like the gentle patter. Our tears for Tom brought life giving rain.

Politicians glibly use those emotive words “family” and “community” as if they will cure society’s ills but we have
been so fortunate to see real community and family at work here in Wamboin as summer became winter then spring. Little
Tom didn’t have the long life we had hoped he would have, but the life he had was buoyed by the wonderful people in this
community who have supported him and us in so many ways over the past months.

The little church on the hill filled and overflowed on Saturday afternoon as we farewelled Tom, and that night the
bonfire lit the night sky and the hundreds of smiling faces as the fireworks rained down.

Thank you Wamboin.....you make it impossible for me to live anywhere else.

Daffodowndilly by A.A. Milne
She wore her yellow sun bonnet,
She wore her greenest gown;
She turned to the south wind
And curtsied up and down.
She turned to the sunlight
And shook her yellow head
And whispered to her neighbour:
‘Winter is dead.’

Olive trees - free. 12 unnamed olive trees approx 6 years old. Height 2m. Bywong area. Bring own tools.
Solid Timber Bedside Table -- $30.  Phone Sharyn 0402 454 878.

Electrical Contractor (Bywong)
Roland WOLF NSW & ACT Licensed
Installations and Repairs Domestic & Commercial All Work Garanteed
0402 156016  rgwolf@bigpond.com

CANBERRA
REMOVALS

ESTABLISHED IN 1985

YOUR LOCAL & INTERSTATE C.T.M. EXCAVATIONS
REMOVALS AND TRANSPORT SPECIALISING IN WATER TANKS & FLAG POLES
SPECIALIST "NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO HARD"
“Ring Lyle First”
Tip Truck & Bobhcat Hire, 5.t Excavator with Rock Hammer& Grabber,
STORAGE ALSO AVAILABLE Trencher / Auger Available for Tree Planting & Rural Fencing,
Phone/fax: 6238 1881 Forklift, Dam Cleaning, Ripping & all site work.
BUNGENDORE All Building and Landscaping Supplies, Water Truck for hire.

Agent for Aqua-nova 2000 Aerated Wastewater Treatment system.
Approved Septic Tank Supplied & Installed. A registered Agent for Tank Master

canberraremovals@bigpond.com.au _ _ tanks. _
BRANDON CRAIG Slashing & mowing, Garages N&S?/Cel?g ;uggslgegc& erected to council approval.
0409 551 091 0438 670 321 Contact Lyle or Sue Montesin b/h 0412 677 554 (ah) 6238 1481 fax 6238 0308

130 The Forest Rd Bywong  Email — lylesue@bigpond.com
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WambStock: - meaning = ability to enjoy wonderful food, music and friendships under the same roof.

Danny Velnarr , Dave Argaet , Jake & Angela , Paul Cameron , Steve Quick and Adam Conroy, along with our up and
coming local talents will be performing their own tunes and their own versions of covered songs through the night.

Dining is a seated affair much like a cabaret presentation catered by the reputable Andrew Dale Org.

Kids are most welcome and have their own special menu and playground facilities and a chance to see other kids on stage

displaying their musical abilities.

A compilation CD of locally recorded music is available on the night and a recording of the evening will be available for

order.

Kik Off Time 6:30 to Late

Location The Wamboin Community Hall Bingley Way Wamboin
Dress As You Like To

Drinks B.Y.O

Cost $30 Adults $15 Kids

CDs $25

Arrange your booking with Trina or Adam on 62383677 or email
bdstudio@cyberone.com.au before October 26 2008.

BINGLEY
CONTRACTORS

Phone: 0418 201784 or
0419 483103 AH 62303 385

WATER DELIVERY

Prompt, reliable service of domestic
water at competitive rates
ACTEW
approved tankers

Local Carrier since 1994
1761 Sutton Road, Sutton

| 11
i J AREATART AR
RRGISIRIGBABTSHY o~ v o o

Specialised in spray seal driveways, tennis courts, car ports,
footpaths, paths around gardens.

« Ruoral & residennal
- Bobcat & Based

« Colour Stone

= Hot mix

Mo more granite washing away when it mins
or mud on vour feet
OF in YOUF car
have your area spray sealed

Free quotes & competitive prices
cantsasphalttabigpond.com
www_hipages com auprofessional 32160

Managers: Brian & Michael 0423 583 615
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THE PALERANG ELECTION JOURNEY

Well, the 2008 Local Government Elections have come and gone for a further four years. Only six weeks ago there
were about five or so hands up to contest the election then suddenly out of nowhere, as the cut-off date for nominations drew
near, there were five teams above the line and seven individual contestants; a total of 35 candidates!

Group D, comprising Judith Miller, myself, Ned Noel, Helen Montesin and Pete Harrison, was formed out of members
of the Wamboin and Bywong Community Associations after some intense discussion and later with negotiations with a group
led by Terry Bransdon (Group B). Our mutual aim was to obtain better representation for the rural residential residents in
Palerang and, in our case, a better gender balance on Council. We wanted to obtain at least one successful person from each of
the two groups and hoped that, if preferences were exchanged, that, at least, a third person could be voted in. This would have
been an improvement in representation on the previous Council and would have ensured greater influence in Council over
concerns of residents in our communities and those of Carwoola/Stoney Creek and Burra/Royalla. However, this was not to
be.

As you will now be aware, Judith Miller from Group D and Terry Bransdon from Group B were elected to Council but
no one else from their teams was able to collect enough votes to be amongst the top 9 candidates. The new Council will meet
on Thursday 2™ October and Group D will be there in support. Pete Harrison has written his observations on the voting
patterns for the Palerang Bulletin and the Bungendore Mirror and is writing an analysis of the results and a different set of
comments for the Whisper.

Participating in a community activity such as a Local Government Election has been a stimulating and demanding
process. The multitude of evening sessions orchestrating slogans, policy statements, publicity blurbs and satisfying the
requirements of the Electoral Commission united our team. It made me appreciate the strengths that we, in Wamboin and
Bywong, have in our public spirited people who constantly volunteer to spend their time and take on responsibilities on behalf
of our communities. | have likened the electoral process to a journey because Group D, as we became known to the Electoral
Commission and to the Electorate, grew in confidence as we addressed a series of public meetings in Wamboin, Burra,
Captains Flat and Braidwood, leafleted unfamiliar parts of Palerang and assisted each other to complete tasks new to us. There
were costs, both financial and to our families, but the bond that resulted from the upsides and downsides made it all
worthwhile. (Afterthought - we could have done without the problem of our posters being “acquired” by a collector!)

Finally, I’d like to thank all those members of the Wamboin and Bywong communities who voted for Group D and the
people who helped throughout the campaign and at the voting booths on Saturday 13 September. It was a most interesting
experience and a journey which, although only just unsuccessful for me, was one not to be missed. Bon voyage, Judith, you
are on your way and | hope that you will achieve your aims. We will continue to support you and know that you will represent
us well. - John Van Der Straaten

__ How Clean Is Your Water?

pristine ® Town & Country ® Domestic & Commercial
water ® We Clean All Types of Water with Minimal Water Loss

systems ...That’s Qur Speciality!

ACT & Sthn NSW For Your FREE Appraisal on Your Town, Tank or Bore YWater
Call Nic or Melissa Clancy: 4845 8235 or 1300 364 858

“A locally owned business that guarantees their work”

www.pristinewater.net.au

TAYLOR MADE PUMPS
Your pumps not pumping?
PUMP REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF PUMPS
- New Pumps Supplied and Installed - Home Pressure Systems - Bore and .
Irrigation Pumps - Bore Drilling and Water Quality Analysis - Fire Fighting T;j,,f.y
Pumps - Sales and Repairs- Windmill Service, Repairs and New Sales - Water SOUTHERN CROSS
Softener Repairs - Premium Quality Water Softener Salt at Rural Prices e

Call Mark Taylor 0428 486 460 Mobile 6238 2357 Home 6238 2351 Fax

Don’t run out of water - call a Local Bloke for mobile Sales & Repairs
MarkTaylor ALL HOURS 0428 486 460
Mobile 6238 2357 Home 6238 2351 fax




You AND YOUR VOTE
AN ANALYSIS OF THE 2008 PALERANG

LocAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION
by Pete Harrison

A description of the Proportional Representation voting
system used in NSW Local Government elections is
provided on the NSW Electoral Commission Web site
at htep://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/local_government_
elections/voting/counting_the_votes.

What follows is an attempt to explain the practical
application of this voting system in determining the
make-up of our new Council. Central to this analysis is
the spreadsheet on the following pages, summarising the
ballot counting process. The figures used to prepare this
spreadsheet were extracted directly from the
NSWEC Web site (http://vtr.elections.nsw.gov.au/
LgeFinalCountReports/Palerang/Council/).

Candidates are listed in the order in which they were
elected (or the reverse order of exclusion from the
Count). The below-the-line vote for each candidate is
listed first, followed by the above-the-line vote for each
Group (against the names of the leaders of the respective
Groups). Count 1, then, is the summary of the total first
preference votes for all candidates. This allows us to
determine the Quota for this election, calculated as
follows:
total formal votes

Quota = + 1
councillors to be elected + 1

In the 2008 Palerang election:

7300
Quota = +1 = 731
9+1

Under normal circumstances, a candidate must obtain a
Quota of votes to be elected. The Quota remains
unchanged for the whole Count. If there is a large
number of exhausted ballot papers (those with no
preferences for any continuing candidates in the count),
it is possible for candidates to be elected without having

reached the Quota.

If a candidate obtains the Quota on their first preference
vote count, they are immediately declared elected. In the

2008 election, Catherine Moore, Ian Marjason, Richard
Graham and Judith Miller were all elected in this
fashion.

Votes accumulated by a candidate in excess of a Quota
are known as surplus votes. When a candidate achieves
Quota, any surplus votes are distributed according to the
preferences on the individual ballot papers in the parcel
that led the candidate to achieve Quota. When Quota is
achieved on first preference votes alone, the parcel will
comprise all the ballot papers currently held by that
candidate.

To see how this works, let’s look at a specific example.
Note that an above-the-line vote is the same as a below-
the-line vote that simply allocates preferences down the
nominated Group (ie. first preference to the first
member of the Group, second preference to the second,
and so on). In the first Count of the Palerang election,
Count 1, Catherine Moore received a total of 1342 first
preference votes. The Quota for this election was 731
votes, so there will be 611 surplus votes to pass on as
preferences. But which ballot papers should we look at
to determine where these 611 preferences should flow?
In the present case, with 35 candidates, there could be as
many as 34 different second preference choices. This
problem is overcome by considering the second
preference nominated on #// 1342 ballot papers, but
allocating each preference as only a fraction of a vote.
The fractional multiplier, called the Transfer Value, is
calculated as:

number of surplus votes
Transfer Value =

total number of continuing ballot papers

where a continuing ballot paper is one indicating a
preference for at least one candidate still in the Count
(7.e a ballot that has not exhausted). In the present case
then, the transfer value for Catherine’s surplus votes is:

611

Transfer Value = —— = 0.4552

1342
Thus, each of the second preference votes on Catherine’s
1342 ballots will be passed on as 0.4552 of a vote. If
your maths is up to it, you will see that with 1342 ballot
papers, we will then be allocating a total of:

611

1342 x = 611 votes

1342

which is exactly the number of surplus votes that we
have to pass on.

Since all the above-the-line votes will implicitly
nominate Judith Turley as the second preference, Judith
will be the primary recipient of Catherine’s surplus
votes. But Catherine also received 408 below-the-line
votes, and these votes could have nominated any other
candidate on the ballot paper to receive the second
preference. You can see how these preferences were
distributed by scanning the column below Count 2 in
the spreadsheet. Note that only whole vote increments
are recorded. Partial votes are held over until they add
up to a whole vote, and are then added to the tally of the
respective candidate. Judith Turley did indeed receive
the majority of the preferences, a total of 513. The other
98 were distributed to other candidates.

Counts 3 — 5 are the distribution of surplus votes from
the other candidates who achieved Quota on their
primary vote. Note that surplus votes for Group
candidates will flow mostly on to the second member of
the respective Group, since most of the votes will have
been above-the-line votes that implicitly allocate
preferences down the Group. Surplus votes from
Richard Graham, an ungrouped candidate, flow more
widely because the preferences are all individually
specified (below-the-line).

The next phase of the Count is the exclusion of
candidates, starting with the candidate who received the
least number of primary votes. In the present election,
the first candidate excluded was Allan Schmidt. In
Count 6, the five ballot papers that nominated Allan as
their first preference are then distributed to the
candidates listed as second preference. Note that these
preferences are distributed with the same value that they
were received. In this case, they are all whole votes, and
not subject to a Transfer Value. By scanning up the
relevant column of the spreadsheet, you will be able to
see how Allan’s five preferences were distributed—two to
Nerrida Hart, one to Mike McColl, one to Kev Fiebig
and one to Terry Bransdon.



Count
Candidate BTL ATL
Moore, Catherine 408 934
Marjason, lan 245 1039
Graham, Richard 919
Miller, Judith 79 801
Crozier, Howard 155
Bransdon, Terry 57 560
Turley, Judith 40
Cockram, Paul 338
Raynolds, Walter 241
Goonan, Anne 184
Fiebig, Kev 53 250
Horan, Mark 184
van der Straaten, John 56
Bateman, Bill 172
Montesin, Helen 58
Casey, Angela 54
Wallace, Rodney 86
McColl, Mike 73
Sullivan, Rick 54
Gordon, Forbes 45
France, Keith 32
Harrison, Peter 26
Mason, David 21
Merriman, Sarah 16
Brien, Greg 20
Taylor, John 14
Holding, Richard 18
Moy, lan 14
Hart, Nerrida 8
Harden, Fred 13
Jaggard, Mike 10
Lau, Nivan 8
Blake, Simon 5
Noel, Ned 5
Schmidt, Allan 5

Totals (Formal Vote) 3716 3584
Informal
Electoral Role
Quota

1342
1284
919
880
155
617
40
338
241
184
303
184
56
172
58
54
86
73
54
45
32
26
21
16
20
14
18
14

-

g oo ® o

7300
422
9349
731

1284
919
880
161
626
553
356
243
197
307
186

59
173
60
63
86
74
55
56
32
28
21
19
20
19
18
17

13
10

a o N

919
880
682
636
554
357
244
197
308
189
60
174
62
63
87
75
57
56
32
28
27
19
21
19
18
17

13
10

a o N

880
694
638
558
375
256

309
201
62
178
63
64
20
76
58
57
33
28
29
21
22
19
19
17

13
10

a o N

695
639
558
375
256
303
309
201
206
178

695
640
558
375
256
303
310
201
206
178
65
64
20
77
58
57
33
28
29
21
22
19
19
17
1
13
10
8

7

695
640
559
375
256
303
310
201
207
178
68
64
20
77
58
57
33
29
29
21
22
19
19
17
1
13
10
8

7

695
640
559
375
256

310
201
209
178
69
64
20
78
58
57
33
29
29
21
22
19
20
17
1
13
10
8

696
641
559
375
256
306
311
202
210
178
69
64
20
78
58
57
33
29
29
21
22
19
20
17
12
13

X

696
641
559
375
256
306
314
202
210
178
69
64
20
79
62
57
33
29
29
21
22
19
20
18

13

696
642
565
376
256
306
314
202
210
178
69
65
20
79
62
57
34
29
29
22
22
21
20
18

Palerang
2008 Local Government Election

Vote Count
12 13 14 15
696 697 700 700
642 644 651 653
566 571 571 579
376 379 380 381
257 257 258 258
307 307 307 308
321 321 322 322
203 203 203 204
210 210 210 211
179 179 180 180
69 69 69 73
66 66 68 70
90 90 90 90
79 79 80 81
62 62 62 62
57 57 57 58
34 34 38 38
29 29 29 29
29 29 29 29
23 28 28 28
22 22 22 22
21 22 22 X
20 21 X
18 X

704
653
579
382
258
309
322
204
213
180
74
70
91
82
64
58
39
34
32
28

704
653
581
386
258
311
322
205
213
183
77
78
93
82
64
61
39
34
32

715
656
588
386
258
314
322
205
213
183
77
78
93
83
7
61
39
34

715
657
588
387
258
315
322
205
223
184
96
78
93
83
7
61
40

20

716
664
591
389
258
317
323
206
225
186
105
78
94
91
7
62

21 22 23 24 25 26

719 761 *
666 667 667 708 710 | 715
604 608 608 615 616 | 648
402 403 403 407 411 | 430
262 264 266 268 291 | 304
317 327 329 337 339 | 344
323 329 337 339 339 339
211 211 211 214 228 | 238
225 227 227 235 236 | 237
189 189 189 189 226 | 232
106 107 107 115 116 | 121
93 94 94 96 101 X
94 94 94 94 X 5
92 93 93 X 4
7 X 18 8

27

728

434
308
363
339
238
301
233

28

29

690
498
374

348
337

212

30

31

726
564
559
454

301

Total votes accumulated to this Count

Surplus Vote Distribution (Preferences distributed as per column counts)

Excluded Candidate (Preferences distributed as per column counts)

Exhausted Ballots this Count

Raw Data: http://vtr.elections.nsw.gov.au/LgeFinalCountReports/Palerang/Council/

32

726
564
559



This same process is followed for each Count through to
Count 22, the candidate with the least number of votes
being excluded at each round. Before proceeding to
Count 23, note that in Count 21 we see our first
exhausted ballots. An exhausted ballot is one that
contains no preferences that can be allocated to
continuing candidates, that is candidates still in the
Count. This may be because all the remaining
preferences on the ballot are for candidates who have
already been excluded, or it may be because no more
preferences have been nominated. Although there is no
way to tell for sure, the exhausted ballots in the present
case are most likely below-the-line ballots that have
nominated the minimum number of candidates (5), all
of whom have now been excluded.

In Count 22, Howard Crozier achieves Quota, and
Count 23 is the distribution of his surplus votes. Note
now that only the parcel of votes that caused the
candidate to reach Quota is used in the distribution of,
and to calculate the Transfer Value for, surplus votes. In
the present case, there are 30 surplus votes, although 18
of them exhaust. While again there is no way of knowing
for sure, these are most likely to be above-the-line votes
[for Group A] that did not specify any second preference
[above-the-line]. No other Group A member is still in
the Count, so the only way an above-the-line vote can be
passed on is if there had been a second above-the-line
preference nominated. Most of the remaining
preferences are passed on to Kev Fiebig, at the top of
Group E, since Group A had recommended nominating
Groupe E as a second preference. Note also thar the eight
votes passed from Group A to Group E at this point are the
only preferences actually exchanged between Groups in the
entire Count, an interesting observation in light of all the
[fuss over preference deals in the lead up to the election.

In Counts 24 — 28 we continue the exclusion process.
We are now seeing a steady trickle of exhausted ballots.
Remember that a ballot will exhaust when it has no
preferences for candidates that are still in the Count. By
Count 28, we've excluded 22 candidates, so there’s
plenty of scope now to have actually nominated quite a
few candidates but to still exhaust.

In Count 28, Terry Bransdon achieves Quota, with 731
votes. The fact that this is exactly a Quota is simply a

coincidence. In fact, we know that Terry received some
fractional votes in the surplus distributions from
Catherine Moore, lan Marjason and Judith Miller, and
it is probably in the attempt to allocate the fractional
surplus vote that we find 18 more exhausted ballots. The
jump in the number of exhausted ballots is once again
probably due to [Group B] above-the-line votes that did
not specify a second preference.

Now we get to the business end of the Count, and the
point at which we find that the rural residential
candidates in Groups D and E, and Anne Goonan, have
snookered themselves. When John van der Straaten is
excluded in Count 29, 212 of his votes exhaust. This
spells disaster for the remaining rural residential
candidates. Up to this point, the three of them, John,
Kev Fiebig and Anne, were sitting, collectively, on 1022
votes, enough to have any of their supporters feeling
comfortable about success for at least one of them. Their
rivals at this point, Mark Horan and Walter Raynolds
had only 695 votes between them. The exhaustion of so
many of John’s ballots was not the end of the road, but
it was the sign of things to come.

When Mark Horan is eliminated, in Count 30, most of
his preferences go on to Walter, taking him from some
50 votes behind Anne to more than 100 votes in front of
her. Only 43 of Mark’s votes exhaust. As an ungrouped
candidate, all of his votes will have been cast below-the-
line, and the preferences that he has inherited will be less
likely to have passed through many of the
(predominantly Group) candidates who have already
been excluded.

Now comes the crunch. Kev Fiebig’s exclusion, in
Count 31, follows the same pattern as John’s before
him—301 of his votes exhaust and Anne picks up only a
handful of preferences, leaving her in 10* place as the
axe falls for the last time.

What happened here?! Well, there were actually two
‘problems’. The first was simply that too many voters
didn’t nominate enough preferences. In the case of
John’s and Kev’s exclusions, it was primarily above-the-
line votes that fell short, and most likely not because
they didn’t nominate a second preference but because
they didn’t nominate a third, fourth or fifth preference.
The second problem was that there was no way that

Anne, as an ungrouped candidate (without any above-
the-line voting square), could ever receive any above-the-
line preferences from anywhere, regardless of how many
a voter nominated. That meant that as the Count drew
to a close, even though the three ‘rural residents’ had
1022 votes between them, Ann could never accumulate
more than 628 of them, since the remaining 394
originated above-the-line. That would still have been
enough, but in the end, she picked up only 24 (below-
the-line) preferences from the 659 votes held by the
other two.

A large enough proportion of Anne’s preferences may
have gone to John and pushed him over the line, had
Anne been excluded first, but she wasn’t, and the rest is
history, as they say.

According to the NSWEC Counting Sheets, 1065 ballot
papers in the Palerang election exhausted z.e. they ran
out of preferences. That’s more than 14% of the formal
vote, and a significant number of voters who, although
their votes were entirely valid, ultimately made no
practical contribution to the election process. Much of
the problem here is simply a lack of understanding of
how the voting system used in Local Government
elections works, and I hope that this analysis has gone
some way towards rectifying that problem. The short of
it is that, whether voting above- or below-the-line, you
should allocate a preference to every Group or candidate
that you consider worthy of consideration. This is all the
more important if you vote below-the-line and include
any number of the candidates who appear towards the
bottom of the list on a Group ticket, those most likely to
be excluded early in the Count. The alternative is simply
that you will have to live with a Council that other
voters elect.

I trust that, if you've read this far, you've found this
exercise worthwhile. The election result may not have
been the one many of us were hoping for, but it has
certainly been an education. Rest assured that I’ll be
dusting off this account in just under four years time,
and reminding everyone of what they need to do to
avoid this sort of problem at the 2012 election.
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BASIC WILDCARE
by Phillip Machin

Spring is a great time of the year. Everything in nature is on the move. Birds, mammals and reptiles are becoming
much more active. And for lovers of wildlife there are many basic things we can do to help them be healthy and safe. An
absolute must, and on top of the list, is taking control of domestic cats and dogs. There are enough dog-attack stories hitting the
media for owners to get the message. It’s not just farmers that rightly complain about domestic dogs mauling their stock
animals. Many of Wildcare’s rescues deal with the effects of avoidable dog attacks on kangaroos, lizards and other animals.
Unless well trained and in the company of their owner, dogs on the loose will have a go at anything that moves — including
venomous snakes. Kangaroos that are chased may appear to escape, but will then die a lingering death through the effects of
stress and shock. Joeys in the pouch can be bounced out and be :
separated from its mother. Please take charge of your dog. And cats do
most of their damage at night. The answer is simple — when not under
your direct control keep dogs in a secure dog run; and bring cats inside at
night.

Lovers of wildlife can place shallow bowls of water in the garden
for birds and lizards. This has to be in a quiet area and with cover for
lizards, so that the animals feel safe. Birdbaths can provide a ready
source of water for birds and provide a great focal point in the garden.
Clearing up the back yard and removing any rubbish will not only
remove unsuspecting wildlife snags and traps, but will let you see what is
around — particularly snakes that get too close. If you encounter a snake
and are worried about your family’s safety, then simply contact Wildcare
for help. Wildcare has several trained snake handlers who can quickly
help you out. Snakes are shy creatures and they will move away if left alone, so observe them from a safe place and odds are
they will disappear never to be seen again!

If possible avoid swooping Magpies and other birds intent on protecting their territory by going a different way for a
few weeks. As we all know, one of the sad sights at this time of the year is to see so many squashed snakes, lizards and turtles
on the roads. All they are doing is warming themselves up or crossing to another part of their habitat. Motorists and their
passengers just need to be vigilant, slow down and avoid them. Better still stop and move lizards and turtles off the road in the
direction they were going. Either pick them up directly, supporting their body or if you are worried use a towel or other
material to pick them up.

If you come across wildlife that needs help contact Wildcare (NSW bordering the ACT and locally) for advise on their
helpline - 6299 1966, 24 hours a day. If you are interested in joining Wildcare to help rescue and care for native animals in
distress, give them a call or visit their Website: www wildcare.com.au.

Serving Wamboin, Clare Valley,

(d\_ REARDON Queanbeyan, and Canberra
S Garpetcime Truck-mounted hydro turbo

now H
TOP CLEAN of CANBERRA steam cleaning System

CARPET CLEANING DIVISION No excuses
Phone/Fax 6255 0150 Guaranteed results
Mobile 0412 562 054 BERNARD REARDON

TREVOR BARKER
& ASSOCIATES

SOLICITORS

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS

Trucks, Bobcats and Excavators For Hire Rock Hammer,

Auger and _Pa”et Forks Trevor J. Berker Mike Cramsie Caroline Bragg
Roadworks House Sites  Sheds & Garages Solicilor Solicilor Froperty Clerk
e o o & Crave! General law praciice Canberra & NSW
Supply and Install Septic Tanks and Absorption Trenches Sctm Flotr, Dicksen Chisobar
Enquil‘es Phone DarkO Dickson Flace Dickson ACT 2502
Phone 6238 1884  Mobile 0408 682 191 PH: 6248 8085 viurboce e
— * e
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WAMBOIN PRODUCE MARKETS

by Joan Mason
The monthly markets resumed on September 20 and what a wonderful successful morning once again. Stallholders and
cliental were all happy to be back catching up with each other, seeing neighbours, friends, meeting new locals, buying
wonderful goodies, enjoying lovely bacon and eggs rolls, and lovely cups of coffee. If you think this sounds good, - it is —
come along to our next market morning and enjoy this time with us on -

SATURDAY 18" OCTOBER 2008
9AM — 12 NOON

AAA ALL AREAS WATER CARRYING

DOMESTIC WATER - 7 days Prompt Delivery
STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000 Itrs)

ACTEW Approved Tankers
Tanks, pools, etc

Local Water Carrier for 20 years
PO Box 807, Queanbeyan, 2620

Woodbridge
Plumbing Services

Lic NSW 148394C and ACT 199815827

* Plumbing — Drainage — Gas Fitting (L.P.G / Natural Gas) * Maintenance for the above
* New Homes — Extensions — Renovations * Gutters and Downpipes
* Water filters (under sink or whole house) * Blocked Drains * Hydronic heating (Radiators)

We assure you of our best attention and service at all times
Please call Matt on 0428 489 399 — Fax 6282 0621

REG GIRALDI

Licensed Builder
NSW 145587C ACT 2953C

New Homes, Extensions Bathroom and Kitchen Renovations, Carpentry, Tiling, Painting, Gyprock Repairs, Concreting,
All Repairs and Insurance Work
0416 075 910 (Mobile) or 6238 0918 (ah)

HIA Member
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A newsletter from YOUR volunteer rural fire brigade compiled
by CIiff Spong with help from many members of the Brigade

THE FIRE DANGER PERIOD HAS STARTED.

A FIRE PERMIT WILL BE REQUIRED FOR ANY BURNING OFF IN THE OPEN. EVEN IF YOU ARE ISSUED
WITH A PERMIT YOU WILL ALSO NEED TO NOTIFY YOUR NEIGHBOURS AND YOUR BRIGADE CAPTAIN
AT LEAST 24 HOURS BEFORE YOU LIGHT THE FIRE.

RING 000 (Zero-Zero-Zero) TO REPORT FIRES OR SMOKE SIGHTINGS.

From the Captain’s Desk
I am sure that if I ask a number of people what the beginning of October means | will hear a number of things.
Grand finals time, school halidays, the real beginning of spring would probably rate quite highly. | am also
sure that our faithful reader would not be fooled though. The fire season is on us again. There was a great rush
of burn offs, both very large and otherwise towards the end of September. Most people did the courteous thing
and notified their neighbours and let their fire brigade know where the smoke could be coming from. We have
not heard yet if fire permits cannot be issued during the fire danger period. If you really need to burn off that
pile of vegetation you will need to arrange for an inspection of the pile, have the means to put the fire out
yourself if needed as well as ensuring that someone will be in attendance at the fire for the time it is burning.
Fire permits will not be issued to burn building materials or man-made materials. It is also worth considering that over the past
few years, with improvements in mobile phone technologies, more and more smoke sightings are being reported. When a 000
call is received we are required to investigate it at any time of the year. The big difference during the fire season is that lighting
a fire without a fire permit can bring with it some embarrassment as well as the prospect of financial penalties.

For many brigades in our zone the fire season started two weeks early this year. A number of reasonably large fires to
our East have needed the Rural Fire Service’s attention, including members of your brigade. We can only hope that this will
not be the trend over the next few months.

September also marked a significant event for
your brigade. We held the first street meeting for a
small number of residents on the Western boundary of
our brigade area. The occasion was also a perfect
opportunity to “launch” a new RFS publication in our
brigade area, the RFS Farm Firewise series of booklets
which provide a clear guide in assessing our properties
and helping us develop an effective plan in preparing
for or dealing with a fire related incident. It was also a
pleasant opportunity for residents to meet one another
and members of their fire brigade while enjoying a
freshly made scone, a cuppa or a sausage sandwich. |
believe that the people who took the couple of hours
out of their Sunday morning appreciated the messages
about property protection in a rural community being a
partnership between the residents and their local
brigade, about preparing themselves and their ’ i
properties for the vital 30 to 40 minutes before local emergency services can attend their propertles and also about preparlng a
rational strategy to either stay with their properties or leave well before it becomes dangerous to do so. The picture shows
Lemmi Briedis discussing various aspects of the program with the group of attentive residents. We are developing a program
for these meetings during the 2008/2009 fire season. The next meetings are planned for Sunday 19 October 2008 and 16
November 2008. Residents will be notified by a notice in their mailboxes.

Our training program continues relentlessly with many members participating in programs at both the brigade and zone
levels. A number of people will be assessed during October for their Basic Firefighter and Advance Firefighter qualifications.
We all wish them all the success they deserve as it takes considerable focus and dedication to take part in these training
courses. During September a number of people achieved their qualifications in several areas. Geoff Foster qualified as a
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Prescribed Burn Supervisor; Lemmi Briedis is now a qualified Community Safety Assistant, while Darrell Tipton, John
Taubman, Jane O’Brien and Richard Hobbs passed the Safety Induction course.

I cannot finish this month’s article without mentioning the now-famous annual Wamboin Community Bonfire and Fireworks
extravaganza, but rather than use the customary one thousand words, | will let the pictures below convey the message about a
very successful and safe evening. Finally, and as always, if you need any advice about fire protection around your property

please call 0409 991 340.

—— i
VIAMBOI AR

S

The Wamboin Bonfire & Fireworks 2008 (Clockwise from top left) — The activity inside the fireshed fortifying many of the
visitors, some of the many happy children exploring the big red fire truck under the supervision of several patient brigade
members, some of the large crowd enjoying the show, and one of the brigade’s safety crews in attendance that night making
sure things went according to plan.

Businesses supporting the

THE CAPTAIN’S LIST

A’Hern Fitness at the Airport
AAA Water Carriers

Anytime Backhoe Hire

B & B Tree Surgery

Bingley Contractors (Water Carriers)
Bungendore Rural

Bungendore Taxi Service

Capital Business Services
Capital Stainless Steel

Clare Valley Tree Services
Coates Hire, Fyshwick

Congari Bookkeeping & Business
Services

Coolah Holdings Pty Ltd

Wamboin Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade

Cross Country Construction
Eagle Hawk Hotel & Social Club
Eureka Plants Pty Ltd

Horizon Real Estate

FH Office Services

France Harrison & Associates
Inland Trading Co (Aust)
Lambert Vineyards

LMS Consulting

Manuka Childcare Centre
Marloc Engineering

Overdene Excavations Pty Ltd
Quick-Eze Towing

Ratz Mobile Welding

So Good Sausages Pty Ltd
Sotech Pty Ltd

Shepherds Run Wines
Sherrin Hire

Sutton Real Estate

Tipton Shopfitters Pty Ltd
Trevor Barker & Associates
Trevor Duncan Homes
Wagonga Coffee

Westpac Banking Corporation
YLess4U
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WAMBOIN GOLF CLUB - SEPTEMBER COMPETITION RESULTS

September brings Spring and with Spring comes the annual Mason's Spring Trophy, sponsored by Lofty and Joan
Mason. Apart from those who came for the usual delicious home made after game treats produced by Joan, some people even
came for the golf as well! Our many thanks to Lofty and Joan for their generous sponsorship.
Very good numbers in the welcome warm weather with the players equally split between the 9 hole and 18 hole competitions.
Nearest the pin and long drive ball winners were; Tom Argaet, John Whitney x4, Ben Hubbard, Jack Whitney, Nev Schroder
x2 and Denis Todd.

The 9 hole competition was won by Rob Gorham and a 9 hole teams event was won by a team led by Denis Todd.
In the 18 hole competition Jack Whitney won the B Grade 102/57 and his dad John won the A Grade 78/61 from Dave
Hubbard 84/64. lIsn’t it a pity to damage your handicap so close to the November Wamboin Open!! Needless to say the
Whitneys went home with the Ned Kelly trophy!

Enquiries to Peter Greenwood 6238 3358

Rainfall and Temperatures in Wamboin -- 33 year statistics from the Robertsons

Sept rainfall to 28/9 — 48.25 mm Sept 2007 rainfall — 18.25 mm

2008 rainfall to 28/9 — 396.5 mm 2007 rainfall to 30/9 — 392.75 mm

Average October rainfall — 63 mm Wettest October — 199 mm in 1996

Wettest October day — 59 mm on 16/10/76 Driest October — 5.6 mm in 2006

Hottest October day — 31 C on 27/10/97 Coldest October day — 9 C on 19/10/82 & 2/10/04

Coldest Octover night — 1 C on several occasions

Property Management Services

g ‘ ‘ I TY Thinking of renting out your property? Take advantage of
Sutton Real Estate’s 18 years of experience. We have
STO N EWO R K managed properties in this area longer than any other agency

and we understand rural living. Compare our service:
and

LANDSCAPING

e  The lowest rates - we will not be beaten on
management fees.

e Same day notice — If you’re unhappy with our
service you’re free to discontinue.

e Fully reference checked tenants.

Retaining Walls Paving Turfing e  Comprehensive condition reports carried out

. . including extensive photography .
Ir”gatlon SyStemS Water Features e Four inspections per year to protect your asset with a

copy of each report sent to you.
View Various Styles of Stonework & e Ongoing repairs and maintenance of your property

; . - by our qualified tradespersons.
Speak With Many Satisfied Customers e Management using “state of the art” Console

. property management software.

Free Quotes & Design e Direct deposit of your rental income plus
comprehensive monthly/yearly statements.

e Adherence to the code of practice of The Real Estate

PHONE: DAVE ARGAET it of NS

Call Libbie, our fully qualified property manager, for your

6238 3460 (HOM E) free, no obligation rental appraisal.
0421 657 952 (MOBILE) Phone 6230 3240 Sutton or 6238 0999 Bungendore]

sutton

.HEAL ESTATE

acres of experience
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How The Whisper Gets From the Printer To Your Mailbox
The 40 people below each spend time each month to make sure that Wamboin and Bywong residents own and receive a free
community newspaper. If your deliverer has been on the job for a long time and you have a bit of time you could spare, think
about offering to take over the job.  If you already have too many tasks in your month, every now and then give your

volunteer paperwoman/man/boy/girl a thank you.

160 CO-ORDINATED BY HELEN MONTESIN: Ph 6238 3208

Dean Evans Nrtn Area frm Campbl West 18 Bill Owen Cooper Rd. 26
Helen Montesin  Fernloff Rd 33 Stuart Whitten Canning Close 17
Hank Berlee 11 Poppet Rd (for all on road) 34 Alan Rope Sutton Road 30
278 CO-ORDINATED BY SUE GANE: Ph 6238 3463
Joan Mason Bingley Way 45 Margaret Heleimin Merino Vale Drive 17
Sue Ward Norton, Bngly to Weeroona 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona, Norton to Majors 31
Sue Gane Majors Close 20 David Anderson Weeroona, Majors to Denley 35
Ned Noel 13 PalerancCn cl+41Advtsrs 55 Penny Evans Norton, Cmpbell to Bngley 25
Kathy Handel Yalana West 19
227 CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER: Ph 6238 3489
Colleen Foster Joe Rocks to Norton 20
Deb Gordon Yalana East 41  Rob Gorham South End - Clare Valley 38
Cassie Fisher Clare Lane 11  Axelby Family North End - Clare Valley 42
Lyle Monetesin Forrest Road area 60  Bungendore Shop Bungendore 10
196 CO-ORDINATED BY JOHN VAN DER STRAATEN: Ph 6238 3590
Sheryl Barnes Denley/Kestral to End 26 Brian Higgison Deley/Birchmans — Kestra 112
Don Malcomson Macs R -- Denley to Gum Flat 7 Rhett Cox Macs Reef /Nwngtn to Bankers 12
Ann Platts Denley MacReef to Birchman's 26 Morag&Guy Cotsell MReef /Newington/Harriot (A) 30
Nora Stewart Rovere Lane 7 Sandra Favre MReef /Newington/Harriot (B) 20
Joan Milner Birriwa & MacsR to Harriot 30 lan & Esther Rudd Mreef/Bankers to Fed Hwy 26
Beth Hope Gum Flat Lane 6
216 CO-ORDINATED BY LAURA SNOWDON Ph 6236 9609
Trevor Kirk Macs R - Denley to Bung Rd 21 Snowdon Family Hogan Drive 28
Kevin Anderson BungRd — McRf to Smmhl 33 Diana+Keith Gascoine Snow Gum Road 23
Kerrie Gougeon BungRd - FedHy to Smmh | 25 Thelma Martin Shinglehouse & Millyn 20
Sue Aunella Brooks Rd 17 Judith Miller Wyoming and Doust Rds 25
TOTAL FOR WHISPER 1083 David Featherston Summerhil / Creekborough 24
*  Mini-excavation Charlie Montesin
*  Wood splitting (NSW Lic: 166627C)
*  Mulching & wood chipping Phone: (02) 6238 3208
* Home maintenance Mobile: 0409 224 901
* Handyman services Fax: (02) 6238 3165

] M JOHNSON
& BUILDING SERVICES

LAMBERTVINEYARDS

CAFE: Thursday, Friday, Saturday evenings Friday,
Saturday, Sunday lunch
TAKEAWAY: Thursday and Friday evenings
CELLAR DOOR: 10am-5pm weekends and most
public holidays Other times by appointment
810 Norton Road Wamboin NSW 2620 T (02)
6238 3866 F (02) 6238 3855 E
wine@lambertvineyards.com.au

ATTNDRY
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Lake George Day View Club
by Lydia Teodorowych

Lake George Day VIEW Club celebrated it's 4th birthday in style at the Carrington in Bungendore. The ladies were
entertained by singer Brian Butler and enjoyed a delicious meal and celebratory birthday cake. In the photo Zone Councillor
Marie Daniel is on the left President Pauline Segeri in the middle and National Councillor Fiona Spottiswood on right all
dressed appropriately in the spirit of the birthday celebration - "Olympics".

Lake George Day VIEW Club will hold its next meeting on Tuesday October 21, 2008 at Logan's Cafe Gibralter Street
Bungendore. Arrive at 11.30am for a 12 noon start. Lunch will cost $20. This is an important meeting as we will be holding
our elections and if you would like to stand for a committee position make sure you are a financial member and hand in your
nomination form to Marie Daniel our Zone Councillor who will be
running the elections. New members are always welcomed and
encouraged to nominate for committee positions so that we have a full
committee this coming year. Although our elections are in October the
new committee will not be taking the reigns till February next year as
VIEW is closed over the month of January. To book your lunch phone
Lorraine on 6238 1953 by Friday October 17. Please note that if you are
unable to attend you must give Lorraine at least 48 hrs notice otherwise
you will be charged for the meal that was prepared for you even though
you did not attend as we have to pay the caterer for the number of meals
booked.

' VIEW Club is a charitable organisation and ALL money raised after
covering our meal cost is donated to the Smith Family for their Learning for Life program.

For more information on the VIEW Club ring President Pauline on 6238 1996 or visit our blog:
http://lgdviewclub.blogspot.com to see what interesting things we have been involved in.

Looking for a great horse vet?

Canberra
“§ Equine
Hospital

“iv frofessional partuens in youwn honse’s health ...”

. We just love horses: All of our team lives, breathes, eats and sleeps horses and are horse owners too. It means we
care for your horses like they are our own.
. Around the clock care: We know that just like people, horses don’t just need accident or emergency care during

business hours, so we are available anytime...Just call!
e We Travel to you: If your horse is incapacitated or you don’t have transport we’ll come to you or help you arrange
transport to our dedicated equine hospital.

. If Hospitalisation is needed: Our state of the art hospital means that your horse will get great care under the
supervision of our dedicated team of Vets and Nurses ....Fast!
o From the routine to the complex diagnosis and surgery - we do the lot: Our vets have advanced training in equine

dentistry, lameness, reproduction and surgery - and a whole lot more in between.
www.canberraequinehospital.com.au
Corner of Barton and Federal Highways, Lyneham

RESTORATIVE YOGAAT LILYFIELD COTTAGE is a tranquil place
for you to enjoy the wonderful gift of yoga.
Enbance your bealth and vitality, strengthen muscles, improve flexibility
and discover new breathing techniques.

Experience deep relaxation through lavender eye bags, supportive bolsters
and beat packs.

*Classes begin on Friday, 1st and Saturday, 2nd February, 2008
Jrom 9.30a.m. -11.00am.

COMETO THE OPEN MORNING ON SATURDAY, 19 ¥ANUARY, 2008 AT:

215 NORTON ROAD, WAMBOIN between 10.00a.m — 11.30a.m or direct enquiries to
Roxane Atkinson:

Phone: 6238 3892 or Email: lilyfield_yoga@live.com.au
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WWoW Whispers
by Claire Ayling
The wonderful Women of Wamboin are now two years old!!! We celebrated our second birthday last month, with a

great lunch at Run Shepherds

Membership is up to 45 with over 25 coming along each week on Mondays at 10 am. Newcomers to the area are
welcome to come along and join us at St Andrews Church on Mondays from 10am. We meet in the church but the group is
purely community based and we enjoy some crafty activities, guest speakers, outings ( the rumours of the WWoWS trip to Bali
are true!!),walking groups on Mondays and Thursdays, and a recent sub group enjoying golf (or maybe it is called “find the

missing balls”).

Basically we try to accommodate the many interests of the group and encourage the friendships and sense of
community. The WWoWs made curries for the Wamboin Bonfire Night and thankyou to all who purchased from us — we
made over $750 profit and we are donating this to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Canberra Hospital.

Please call Claire Ayling on 62383347 for any further details or just come along and find us . We are still waiting for
the formation of the BoWWoWs (Boyfriends of the Wonderful Women of Wamboin)-we think it would be a great idea!

From a fuse to a new house and other electrical needs

CHRIS LODI ELECTRICAL
Member of National Electrical Association
NSW Lic 193163C

You can be assured of a prompt, efficient and courteous service
by a professional who guarantees his work

Mobile
chris.lodi

0412 211 798 Ph: 6238 0068

ond.com

ALPACA MAGIC

2771 Sutton Road
Sutton NSW 2620
OPEN DAY& 5™ Annual REDUCTION SALE
11 am to 3 pm, Sunday 9™ November 2008
Hands On learning about Alpacas & Llamas & Donkeys
e Meet our Llamas, Alpacas, Llapacas, New born Babies,
Breeding females, Pets and our Miniature Donkeys and

their foals
. Inspect our Males standing at Stud — 5 llamas and 8
alpacas, & our 2 Miniature 2 & English/Irish Jacks

De-stress - Cuddle an alpaca or take a llama for a walk
e Feel the luxury of alpaca and llama fleece, learn how to
use it
e Explore their environmental, management &
Investment potential (even if you live in town)
e Ask about our Ezy Payment Plan — you too can enjoy

owning an exotic and beautiful alpaca, llama or
donkey

e Annual Reduction Sale Specials on several alpacas &
llamas

e Bring apicnic lunch. Tea & coffee provided.
Hands on workshops coming up:
Alpacas & Llamas for Fun & Profit -- 2" Nov, 7" Dec
The Magic of Donkeys -- 6™ Dec
Felt Making Alpaca & Llama Fleece -- 1 6" Oct, 14"
Nov

Transitioning to a farming lifestyle — telephone class

(tba)
For directions & further information
www.alpacamagic.com.au

Phone Glynda 6230 3311

Automatic Gate Operator

The PERFECT Gift

* Christmas
* Anniversary
* Birthday
Sun-Power Auto Gates — Fyshwick ACT

PH: 1300 MY GATE
Email: sungate@bigpond.net.au

www.sungateaustralia.net
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Centenary Celebrations at St. Peter's Church, Sutton
On Sunday 26 October 2008 there will be a celebration of 100 years of the Anglican Church Services on its present
site. The celebrations will commence with a church service at 11.00am, followed by a Community BBQ Lunch at the Sutton
Community Hall. We would be happy to receive any information regarding previous parishioners who have worshipped at St
Peter’s and may like to know of this celebration. Contact either Peter Cartwright, ph.6230 3202 or Yvonne Barrett ph. 6230
3539.

: For all your Call; Preferred supplier for
Fencing RURAL, NIC CLANCY Erwirenrment ACT.
Problems? §— COMMERCIAL OR 0409 866 970 | Landcars & Graening

DOMESTIC FENCING or Australia contacts
needs... 4845 8235 for grarts.

BUNGEI DORE

& HIRE CARS

0412 381977
Convenient 7 day service
Railway transfers
Airport transfers
Drop at Airport-Meet flight on arrival
No queues

Competitive rates
www. bungendoretaxi.com.au

._... |E] % @ ml
p | - Diners Chabs |

Potermmmona’

STOKES CONTRACTORS

Sutton NSW For all Your Civil Engineering needs

Subdivision works Earth, gravel or sealed road construction .
All earthmoving Land clearing Dam construction and cleaning
House cuts  Equipment haulage  Horse Arenas, Tennis Courts, Septic Tank Installation

Dozer Graders Excavators Rollers Water-cart Tracked Bobcat
Tip Trucks Professional high quality workmanship

L‘:";F‘%i I '-.':".-' ;'F'éi I F‘Lﬂéi'i '1:'&;

For free advice and no obligation quote call Nick Stokes 0418 624 329 fx 6230 3380
Email: amos-contractors@netspeed.com.au
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Bonfire and Fireworks
by Lofty Mason.

As the guy dobbed in by the Community Association to co-ordinate the night | have prepared this report for the
Whisper. Once again the Bonfire and Fireworks Night was a great success with just on 2000 people turning out on a warm
night to see a great show. This is an event that only a community acting together can stage. | won’t try to nominate individuals
but concentrate on a big picture report.

Financially, this 28" annual Wamboin Bonfire and Fireworks Night was a success with nearly $3,000 taken at gate
entry. Local groups who ran stalls took about the same total amount. Customers were generally complimentary as to the quality
and pricing of the goodies offered. However, the overriding feeling for me was that it was a great Community night. This
Community feeling is one of the reasons we have lived here for 26 years. Clean up next morning was somewhat quieter. One
other thought. Those who missed out on lan Cuthbertson of ‘Anytime Hire” as he manoeuvred his backhoe to pack the bonfire
missed out on a breath taking acrobatic display worthy on its own of the admission fee.

To continue to be a great night, our Bonfire and Fireworks Night depends not only on good weather but also on the
following: Residents bringing bonfire material, the organization of the fireworks display, the organization at the Community
Centre, effective advertising, the packing/lighting of the bonfire, the great efforts of the stall holders, the entry collection and
parking control and finally the support of the community. Take away any of these and the night fails.

The WCA raffle was sponsored by: Lambert Wines, Shepherds Run, Keith France and Wagonga Coffee. The winners
were: 1. R. Buckman. 2. Hung. 3. D Bowman. 4. B Morrison. 5. T Boaden. 6. M. Guilfoyle. 7. Geoff.

Dad’s Property Maintenance .
Bungendore 'S"F’EEIE" E*”"’Y"El*i'PmFEFt':-'r'-"-i.ntEnan::e _L ecial

Ph: 6238 1071 www dadsom comau Mob: 0417 494 283 2% OFF

M a4 e Supply & Install
— Grab Rails &
# Home Make-overs # Decks and Verandahs Hand Held Showers
* Security doors, and screens » Aged & Disabled Access Modifications with this voucher.
¢ Energy Efficiency modifications # No Job Too Small Offer eads 31 Dec 2005

BUNGENDORE LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS

Firewood Sand, Gravel, Mulch, Topsoil, Veg-Mix

Feature reocks and riverstone Mushroom compost, Bobcat, Excavator and Roller
Decomposed granite (yellow) Excavator and Roller

Ironbark strainers and poles Certified weighbridge, Cement

Old Railway Sleepers, Wine Barrels, Pavers Hardwood sleepers — Stakes — Pegs

Ph 6238 0460 Open 7 Days
36 King Street Bungendore

TAYLOR MADE b MR SWEEP
PUMPS P i CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING

w' A
Slow Combustion & Open Fires Swept

WATER BORE Repairs & maintenance
DRILLING RIG In Local SPRING DISCOUNTS NOW AVAILABLE
Aea Chimney Dampers & Bird/Possum Mesh

Fire Bricks for Slow Combustion Heaters
Flue Extensions & Top Caps
Glass Replacements and Door Seals

a
. a
>> On Site Surveys << a
a
QO Heater Fans Serviced and Replaced
a
a
a
a
a

BORE, PUMP & POWER
PACKAGES
Pre Gas Chimney Cleaning
Roof Ventilators Supplied and Installed
Safety Checks Available
S/C Heaters Removed or Replaced
Smoke Detectors Supplied and Installed
For appointments or further information please phone Brian

6258 1792

Call Mark Taylor ALL
HOURS 6238 2357 Home
0428 486 460 Mobile 6238 2351 Fax




